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Abstract
Oncology acupuncture has become a new and promising field of research because more and more
cancer patients have sought non-pharmacological alternatives for symptom management. While
different mechanisms have been proposed to explain its efficacy, including theories of the neural
system, endocrine cytokine or immunological regulation, its eventual role has become that of
alleviating the side effects induced by chemotherapy or radiotherapy.
In this paper, we have reviewed the related articles focusing on acupuncture mechanisms and
applications in cancer care to provide a quick sketch of acupuncture in cancer care. A detailed
search was performed to identify the randomized controlled trials (RCTs) and systematic reviews on
acupuncture in oncology, using PUBMED and Cochrane.
The search terms included: Acupuncture, acupressure, and cancer. Additional terms were used to
target specific symptoms (i.e., breast cancer, hot flash, xerostomia, nausea, vomiting, cancer pain,
insomnia, fatigue). Two authors independently extracted data for analysis and review. Ultimately,
25 articles underwent full-text review.
Recent trials made efforts in studying (a) hot flashes in breast cancer, (b) xerostomia induced by
radiotherapy in head and neck cancer, (c) nausea and vomiting post-chemotherapy, (d) cancer pain,
and (e) fatigue and insomnia in cancer patients. Controversial results for acupuncture application in
cancer care appeared in different categories, but a trend emerged that acupuncture can palliate
cancer-related symptoms.
The research to date certainly offers us a valid complementary therapy in treating cancer-related
symptoms. Meanwhile, practical strategies with safe measures for enhancing the efficacy are
needed in further interventions, as well as continuing research with a validated methodology.
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